
Taking Care of Your Collection……..Atlantic County Office of Cultural & Heritage Affairs 

Basic Preservation Techniques for Textiles 

Textiles--or objects made from woven fibers — are among the most common types of artifacts 
found in museums or within a family. Most families have a treasured textile such as a quilt, 
wedding dress or tablecloth that has been handed down through the generations. Until the 20th 
century, textiles were made from natural sources, such as cotton or linen plants or sheep or 
silkworms. In the 20th century, synthetic or laboratory textiles have been developed such as 
rayon, nylon and acetate. Textiles (and the dyes used to color them) are very susceptible to 
damage from light, acids and pests. 

 Store textiles in climate-controlled spaces, not in attics or basements. 
 Store or display textiles away from bright light, especially sunlight and florescent light 

that contains high amounts of UV radiation. 
 Store textiles in acid-free boxes designed for this purpose. Do not store heirloom textiles 

in a wooden dresser drawer or an ordinary cardboard box. 
 If possible, store textiles in a flat position, without folds. Gravity acts with the weight of 

the textile to alter the original shape and condition of the piece. 
 If displaying a quilt, tapestry, flag or other hanging textile, make certain the textile is 

supported by a piece of backing fabric. Do not let the textile hang by its own weight for an 
extended period of time. 

 Remove staples or pins from textiles as they may rust and stain the textile. 
 If storing a garment or flat textile in a box, make certain that there are no hard creases or 

folds. Pad any folds or creases with acid free paper. Stuff arms of jackets and the body of 
jackets or bodices so the fibers are supported. 

 Wear clean cotton or nylon gloves when handling heirloom textiles. 
 If moving an heirloom textile or garment from one location to another, support the textile 

by having a stiff support under it or by having it housed in an acid-free box. Do not let the 
textile bear its own weight while being transported. 

 If you must store a garment on a hanger, pad the hanger so that there is a natural 
shoulder shape across the top of the upper garment and if storing trousers, pad the 
trouser bar. 

 Large, flat textiles, such as quilts or rugs, may be rolled around an acid free cardboard 
tube for storage. Store rolled textiles horizontally and off of the floor. 

 Do not store heirloom textiles in sealed plastic bags. 
 Protect textiles from dust with unbleached muslin bags or muslin fabric dust covers or by 

storing in an acid-free box with a lid. 
 Do not wash heirloom textiles in the washing machine or give them to a commercial dry 

cleaner to clean by tumbling. 

 

 

 

 


